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NINETEEaN centuries ago, witlhin probably a

single decade, a village maiden of Galilee
had the quiet tenor of her life strangely

and suddenly interrupted. According to the

writers of our sacred books, the angel

Gabriel appeared to her with the salutation,
"

Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the

Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou among
women."

In the midst of her troubled

surmisings as to what the salutation might

mean, this strange visitor from other worlds

announced to her that she was to become

the mother of the Christ, an honour coveted

by all the women of her nation. Up to

that period of time little or nothing is

known concerning this life of the virgin

mother, the stories of her maidenhood being

wholly legendary
;

but from that period her

name is eushrined in Christian history, and

she became one of the great historic

characters of the world. In duo time the

promise was fullilled, and in a rude lime

stone grotto attached as a stable to a

caravansorai in the Judean village of

Bethlehem, the Christ was born. Such is

the genesis of Christmastide, the great

festival of the Nativity, which with hearty
rejoicings is celebrated through all Christen

dom at this period of the year.

The festival of Christmastide is the cele

bration of the
birthl

of the great Founder of

the Christian religion, and the inauguration

of the Christian era. Tihe idea popularly
entertained is thait our Lord was born on

the 25th December, and that day we dis

tinguish from ill others by calling it

Christmas Day. In point of
fact, however,

we have no certain knowledge of the period

of the nativity. Neither the day, the month,
nor the year in which Christ was born is

known with absolute certainty. On this

subject a variety of opinions are still enter

tained by learned men. The sacred writers

-especially St. Luke-give sus various

minute particulars concerniug the birth of

Christ. They tell
us

that
lio

was born in

Betlhlohom, that the virgin-mother was

crowded out of the caravanserai, that her

child first saw the light in a stable, among
the hay and straw spread for the food and

rest of cattle; that the infant babe was

wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid

in a manger. Yet with all these par

ticulars thee date of the nativity is left

in dark unceertainty. The Christian era
commencingi

. with the Julian year JaIu

ary 1, 75.1, A.U.C. (from the founda

tion of Rome), is acknowledged to lie in

correct, if referred to the nativity of Christ,
but it will over be retained as a long-estab

lishod era, commencing from a known fixed

epoch, and thus furnishing ea convenient

standard for the comparison of time. So

faLr from our Lord being horn in the year

754 of the loman e rn, it is most probable

:thathe was born in thee year

7it
of that eira.

This period is accepted by studcnts
as

the

probable year of CIri:;st's birth, because it

most harmonises with the chronological

statements of the ovangolists. As to the

day of theo nativity. tllhat again is lost in

lll00lertinl0 y. 'Irllltllin as
tl.ois O tilOe

?

t?l

Deocember, but this date, is simply arbitrary.

As much may be said in favour of Decom

her, as of any other month in the year, holnt

that is all,
whilst the 25tlh of this mouth is

open to the inference that it was selected

on other than historic grounds. The fact

that the tradition which placed our Lord's

birth on the tlith Doccomber, also placcd the

birth of John the Baptist on the 21th lJune

preceding, the ainnuciatio tio the Virgin

on the 2htl MStrch, and the day of 'Eliza

beth's conception on the 2 tth Septecmbcr,

or on the f?tour cardinal points of the

year, leads to the inference that theso

periods were selected with reference

to their astronomical importance, rather

than as the real dates of the ovouts them

solves.
Th11 early churches had no festival

of the nativity, and it is a matter of history

that the observance of the 25th December

was first instituted by Julius the Bishop of

iome in the fourth century; but from that

day to the present the festival of Christmas

tide has been one of the groatset festivals

of the Christian year. At the same time,
it shoald never be forgotteon that whilst the

sacnored writers leave the exact period of the

nativity in doubt, they never leave in doubt

theo fact that Christ was born as the Saviour

of men, and that the angel of the annuncia

tion brought good tidings of great joy to
all people.

There are two aspects which Christmas

wears to us all. It is both a religious and

a social festival. As the church's festival of

the nativity, it is a festival of joy, and hene
it has become associated with the amonities

of social life. Christmas is always welcomo.

In many hearts it seems to touch and open

a spring of hidden pleasure. Expressions

of gladness are sure to preponderate every

where, and in many homes the tears and

sorrows of the year will be forgotten, amid

the rippling of youtlhful laughter, and the

pleasure
of many friendly greetings. Of all

seasons of thi year, Christmas is a season

for the utterance of kind words, for happy
meetings, famuily re-unions, and pleasant

gatherings of frieuds and kindred. As a

social festival it is the one festival of the

year which appeals to Britons and their do

sceudauts (hle wide world over. It brings

memori-es of hotw, and of the old-country

to many of our fellor,-colonists. Indeed,

wherever Britons are found, whether shiver

ing amid the sine's of an Arctic winter

whiere the a

ls,

,:,c:

sof the sun is feebly com

pn-.wlI by the psal"

,treamers

of tremulous

aurorao, or sweltiriug beneathi a tropical

sun on the banks of the Congo, or amid the

broad-leaved palms of Now Guinea, the

very name of Christmas will awaken

memories of the old homo and fill the mind

with the imagery of its associations. As by
common consent, Christmas has come to
be associated with family gatherings, with

social re-unions, and with the joyful aspects

of domestic life. In the old country friends

will travel from afar, to gather in the

old home, and amid the frosts and sllows of

winter will celebrate the festivites of

Christmas-tide. There, the holly and the

mistletoe will grace many a festive board,
and youth and ago will meet together, with

the smiles and laughter of a common joy.

In those colonies, amid far different scenes,

with blue skies and the streaming sunshine

of summer tempting to picnics

and.
out-door

enjoyments, old associations will not be

forgotten, and family gatherings will be the
order of the day.

To all these things, we say-let the tide
of happy life flow on. The world's hard

pathways are trodden by the feet of

millions df weary toilers, and the cares, the

worries, and the frictions of daily life press

more or less upon us all. And if thbo better

and kindlier sentiments of our nature unfold

themselves amid the festivities of Chrismas

tide like flowers in the sunshine, we shall

be gainers and not losers by its scones of

joy. The bow that is always strung soon

loses its
elasticity,

and the pleasure of life

soon fades out when the mind has no

relaxation from the hard exactions of modern

life. One of the benefactions that Father

Christmas should bring to us all, is the

smoothing of rugged pathways, and the

development of the better and brighter side

of our nature. To all our readers we wish

in the best sense of the salutation, A

Merry Christmas. And so it will be, if it

comes to soften the asperities of life, to
broaden our human sympathies, and to
kindle the fires of love and unity on the

domestic hearth. And to this salutation we

add anothoer-a, Happy Now Year to all.

UOULUIURN IOLIUCE COURT.

TuInsDAY, DEcGEMBEn 23.

Bf.ron: theo Police Magistrate.
Drunkouncss.-One defendant was fined 5/. or

twenty.four
hours'

in the loeclp.

Druuk at tie Railway Statioun.-John Miller, a

young man, was charged with being drunk on
thl

platform of the railway etatiou on tIo 23rd instant.

Lie pleaded guilty, and was lined J15 and in default

of payment wae sent to jail for one month.

FbIDAY, D)oeCeroen 21.

BUforo the Polieo Magistratoe

Possession of Stolen Property.-Elc n Dawson,
better known as the Queen of the South, was charged
with having in her possession a bracolet belonging to

Ellen Counnors and spposed to be stolen.

Defendant said that the bracelet was her property
but Ellen Connors deposed that it belonged to her
and that sheo had lost It.

Dcfendant was soot to prison for two months with

hard labour.

Broach of Municipal By-Laws.-Houry White was

lined 5/. with 2/6 costs for driving round a corner at

a pace faster than a 1walk.

Obstruction of Divino Service.-At a eubsequent

period of the day Ihoflr the Police Magistrate and

MIessrs. Meyer and Clifford, Francis Robert Lewis
Rossi, captain, was charged with proventing a clergy.

man from olliliating in a place of divine worship.

Particulars of this case will be folund elsewhere.
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(Ow) TEim?P~raY.-A Inlst succes.ful and nljoy.

able evniig wais
spent o l]ast

Ni.tu rday at to Is.

pobrauc Fallt,itt. street,
tSyldny,

Lt occasion being

tLe wlcsning , of Brother N. T. Collins of Gunning,
gtand worthy vice temtplar of Now South Waleos,

on his roturn from a trip to Euglaud and America.
Brother Collins had gone to England immediately
after the annual session of tho 'grand lodge of Now
South

.Wales
last Eastor, at which he had been

selected as the representative from this colony to the
international temperance congress, which was held

in London last June, and at which he road a paper

wlhich has since been very highly spoken of by both

the English and American press. The Yass Courier

states that BIrolher Collins arrived home at Gunning
on last Tuesday, and was tmet at the railway station by
over a hundrI metomberss ol thi order, as well as by

many
other friends who gave him it right lheary

welcome. It is tito intention of tile good tomplars

of the district to invite Brother Collins to a balquet

in commemoration of his return during the early
part of next mouth.

GoUsnUunN IlostrrrAL.-Soveral members of the

committee haysv canvassed for subecriptions to the

funds of the hospital this Cweek, and about £75 has

beon collooted. We are requestoed to state that

poraons willing to subscribe will oblige by forwarding
their subscriptions to the secretary (l?r. A. W.
Bullou) or the hon. treasurer (Mr. T. Marsdon)
before the close of the present month so as to secure

for the year the proportional government
subsidy of

£1 for £1.

GoULnon N LAD OF?FICo.-On Thursday last
Alexander Cameron applied for 's conditional pur

chase of 40 acres, Turallo; and William O'Mara for

conditional purchase of 50 acres and conditional

lease of 150 acres, Quialigo. The ofice closed at

three o'clock yesterday afternoon, and will ro.open

on WeVodnesday next at ton a.m., Tuesday having
boon declared a public holiday. The office will

close again on Friday next at throo p.m.,
and rn.

open on the following Monday, January 3, at ten a.m.

Pun05 lIovosvA'.-Tuesday the 25th January
noext has been proclameod a public holiday in the

district of Berrima in connection with
thl cricket

match English Eleven v. Bowral.

IMPOUNDED AT GUNDAR1)0, on 18th DeeOmbor, from
Back Creek; sum due 9/60:-Black horse, like I over

1' near shoulder, shod all round, sore back, white

spot off ribs, pulled tail, aged 15 hands. To be sold

6th January.

Mr. William Joachim, stock inspector of Moama,
was thrown from his buggy on Wednesday after.

snoa and died the same night from the injuries re.

ccived.

A telegram from Jorvis Bay states that the

steamer Corngaite wenout to pieces on Wednesday
afternoon.

John Lewis and Robert Lewis, tihe two young mon

wlho robbed the Natiounal ank at Albert IParh, Meol

bourne, have been sentenced, the former to ton and

the latter to seven
years' hard labour.

TIE ESXT.RAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS
Al'

ST1'. SAVIOUR'S CATHEDRAL.

Tun: principal topic of conversation in town during
the past few days Ihas been theo extraordinary

pro.

ceodings at St. Saviour's Cathedral, the commence

mont of which was reported in Thursday's issue.

Captain Rossi as senior trustee of tho church and

globe lauds of St. Saviour's parish, hbad taken posses.

sion of the cathedral, nud on Tuesday morning
refused to the cathedral authorities admission to the

building. Forcible outrancowns obtainednod divine

service was held by the Bishop of Goulburn, assisted

by Dr. Ellis, and no further steps were taken at that

time. Captain Roasi remained in possession, having
taoen up his quarters in the bishop's vestry. During
the afternoon and in the course of Wednesday and

Thursday, ho was visited by a number of persons, to

whom he explained his reasons for the course ho

was taking, maintaining that heo was under the

direction of God and doing His work in vindicating
the rights of the parishioners.

On Thursday evening Dr. Ellis, preceontor, and

the members of the cathedral choir wont to the

cathedral for the purpose of choir practice. Captain

Roist admitted Dr. Ellis under protest,
but raised

no objection to the choir, and practice was held, a

large number of persons being present.

It is customary to hold a Litany service every Fri
day morning. Accordingly about a quarter to eleven

yesterday morning a number of ladies and gentle

men assembled outside the
cathedral,

amongst whom

were the Rove. Dr. Ellis, Canon D'Arcy-Irvine, and

J. Studds, and Messrs. J.
. Hayeos, A. G. Finlay,

E. Twynam, J. Davidson, S. H. Bolcher, and W. II.

Maybury. The Bishop of Goulburn, accompanied

by the Hoen. James Chisholm and Mr. Audrew

Gibson, two of the trustees (iMr. Betts, a third trustee,

being away from Goulburn on a trip to Tasmania),

shortly after arrived and wont to the tower door.
The bishop tried the door and found that it was

fastened upon the inside. Mr. Chisholm then

knocked at the door, on which Captain Rossi asked

who was there. Mr. Chisholm replied, two of the

trustees and theyo required the building opened for

divine worship. Captain Roas asked if tihe bishop
were there. The reply was given that he was, and

the bishop knocked and said that they wanted the

building open for divine service. Captain Rossi

began a reply when the bishop said "no speeches
;

open the building for divine
service." No

reply came

and the door was not opened. Dr. Ellis tried the

door, but it was fastened. When the post.oflice

clock struck oleven the bishop again tried the door

but found it still fastened. HIo then informed the

people assembled that there would be no divine

service that morning, as they were hindered from
from holding it.

The police were sent (or and Sergeant Emerton

and Constableo Ie Hardy shortly arrived. Mr. David

son nasked them to stop a little as their services might

be required. A number of persons then went round

to the window
that was broken on Tuoesday last and

Mr. Spooner, one of tile vergers of the cathedral, and

Mr. Twynam wont in through the wondow and opened

the outer western door. It was found that thbo door

leadinlg from the porch into the cathedral was bolted
on the insido, Mesors. Finlay and Hayes succeeded

in pushing in one of the sides of the door sufliciently

to unbolt the other, and an entrance into the

cathedral was thus gained.

A considerable number of persons, amongst whom

were many friends and sympathisers of Captain

BRosi, entered the cathedral. The tower door was

then opened and tihe police brought in. Mr.

Chisbolm as one of the trustees,
Mr. Gibson being

also with him, then gave Captain Bussi into the

custody of Sergeant Emerton on the charge of

obstructing divine service in St Saviour's cathedral.

Captain loesi said in reply to the charecharge that be
would like to know upon what authority he was given

in charge, seeing that he was also a trustee. The

sergeant asked Mr. Chisholm if he understood him

to mean that be gave the person into
custody or was he

only to remove him from the building. Mr. Chisholm

replied that he was to take him to the lockup. The

sergeant then asked Mr. Chisholm if lie would come

and rigu the charge.book. Mrt. Chisholm said ho

would. Captain Rossi thou requested the police to

allow him to collect his private property that was in

the biahop's vestry. Permission was
given, and after

oe had collected his effects he came out of the

vestry ill chargo of the police, wished all present a

Merry Christumas, and passed out of the building.

As Captain Rlossi wont away from the gates of the

cathedral enclosuro throee loud cheers were given for

him by a
number of his sympathisers. In response,

he raised his lhat and said:-Gontlomon,-Iu the

name of God our Saviour, I thank you; I have come

hero to help to right those who suffer wrong ;
and the

wroug will bo righted, for God Almighty has said it

shall be. I am going to prison as Peter did for our

Lord, and I hope you will pray for me.

Captain Roesi was accompanied to the lockup by
a largo number of persons. Upon arrival at the

lolkup the usual particulars as to parsons given

in charge were entered upon the chargc.book by the

lookup.-keepr. Upon the latter asking the nature

of the charge Sergeant Imoerton replied, "ob
strueting divine service in St. Saviour's

Cathedral,"

but Mr. D:tvidson, who was engaged to conduct the

case for the trustees, said
"

that is not the chargo,
but proventing by force a clergyman from officiating

ill a plice of diviuone
worship."

Captain Rossi

objected to the change in the charge. When

Messrs. Chisluhn uiand Gibson were called in for

thie first.-naed to sign tho charge-book the

crowd assembled outside gave , three groans.

Uplon tmh chargo in the book being read to him

Captaiu lRossi again objected that this was not the

charge upon which ihe was given into custody, and

said that he would not have come. upon the charge

mentioned. lie had only prevented the bishop, and

they ought to put the charge in proper form. He

then addressed Sergeant Emorton, saying that he
had no intention to commit any violence, but as he

had not beelo given into custody on the charge

entered he intended to take his departure. He wont

towards the door and Sergeant Emerton put his

hand upon his shoulder and said he could not allow

that. Captain Rosni replied that was all he wanted,
and asked some of those present to witness his re

arreet.

Capt'iin Rssi was thaen brougt into the court

house and asked thie Eergeant if it were neeossary
for himr to go into the dock. The sergeant replied

that this was as lie pleased, and the captain took his

place in the dock. Shortly afterwards the sergeant

told him that hoe need not remain
there, but have a

seat on the floor of the court. The captain said

that he had no wish to be there at all, and then

camoe out of the dock and took a seat in front of the

dock.

The presiding magistrates were the police magis

trate and Messrs. Moyer and Clifford.

Mr. Davidson appeared for the prosecution.

Sergeaut Emertou deposed that between eleoven
and twelve o'clock that morning defendant was

given into his custody by Mr. James Chisholm at

St. Saviour's Cathedral for obstructing divine

service therein;
witness thought defendant

replied that ihe was not obstructing divine

service; witnss thou asked Mr. Chisholm whether

ihe underitoed him that he gavo .defendant into

custody or only wished him to be removed from the

bullilding; Mr. Chisholm replied that he gave him
into custody ;

at the lockup the charge was altered

to
"

preventing by force a clergyman from of

ficiating in a place of divine
worship;"

in reply to
the chargo defendant said he did not prevent a

clergyman, lie only provented the bishop.
To IMr. Davidson: Would,

not swear that the
words

"

by
force"

were not used when defendant
was given into custody.

To defendant: The door was opened and a female

(Mrs. Wilson) was
admitted; witness saw the bishop

make an effort to get in when the door was opened.

Mr. Davidson said he was prepared to go on with

the case, but in justice to the defendant he would

consent to an adjournment.
Defendant said that ho would like half-an-.hour to

study the clause of the Criminal Law Amendment
Act under which the charge was laid.

It was decided to postpone the case till a quarter

past two.
-

Defendant applied for bail and the bench said

they would grant it, himself in £50 and one surety
of £50.

Mr. Davidson said that he must oppose the ap.

plication for bail unless the keys of
the cathedral,

which defendant had in his possession, were given up.

The Police Magistrate said that if the keys had
been on defendant's parson they ought to be now in

the possession of the police. However that was not

a matter with which the boench could now deal, and

they must grant bail as the offence was only a

misdemeanour,

Mr. E. B. Barber was accepted as surety.

Upon the court re-assembling at a quarter-past

two defendant objected to the police magistrate ad.

judicating as he was an interested party.

The Police IMagistrate replied that he was not in.

torested and would soo that justice was done.

Defeudaut then asked for a further postponement

till Tuesday.

Mir. Davidson said

he
would oppose

the
application

it the keys of the building weore not returned by do.

fendant and a promise given that he would not

interfere with the building.

Defendant consouted to return the keys under

protest, and afterwards gave them up accordingly.

It was determined to postpone the case till Friday

next, defondant being
admitted t thu sonmo bail as

before.

Dofendant conducted hbi own case, but had the

advice of Mr. Ii. O'Brien in th afternuoon.

The charge against defendant is laid under tho

50th section ol the Criminal Law Amendment Act,

under whiclh person convicted of the offence

charged can be imprisoned for a period not oxceeding
two years.

The case created great interest and the court was

crowded with spectators.

When leaving the court-yard Captain Rosi saoid that

voen it he were imprisoned, he would when released

still contest the matter in dispute. Joseph was put

into prison by Pharaoh, but when released he was

exalted.

(HIIRilSTiMAS 1EVE IN GOULBLURN.

---c----

Accnu
..ao

to custom at this festive period, the

business part of the city underwent a complete

transformation yesterday. Christmas bushes woro

displayed along the foolpaths in great profusion and

gave quite a rural aspect to the place. Many of the

business people appeared to vie with each other in

decorations on an extensive'

scale,
and an attractive

display was the result.

At the New Goulburu Cash Exchange (Messrs.

Tutty and Co.'s), the premises were artistically
decorated with bushes and Chinese lanterns. The
windows were tastefully dressed with goods of

sofl tints and beautiful specimens of the millinor's

art, together with flowers, feathers, fancy goods, and

drapery and clothing of every description. Some

excitement was occasioned at this establishment by
drawibg for prizes in a Christmas lottery.

At Mr. W. Lane's was another very attractive

display of high-class and fashionable millinery, dress

goods, laces, and fancy goods, the whole surmounted

by a stand of beautiful ostrich feathers. Inside the

shop was a brilliant display of Japanese and fancy
goods, brackets, toys, Ao.

Messrs. Gardner and Wheatley had bestowed

especial attention on the decorating of their

promises, and succeeded in maklting one of the most

attractive displays in the city. The north window

lshowed a well depicted scone of an English Christ

mas, in which everything is clad in snow. The
back and sides of the same window were dressed

with beautiful goods and the whole was very
attree.

tive. The south window was dressed in a manner

symbolical of the Australian Christmas time, withl

its flowers and fruits, and everything bearing a

bright aspect. There was also in this window a

well-depicted view of the Syduey exhibition-building
with, lawn and lake; also a figure representing an

Australian
aboriginal, with his nulla.nulla, boomer.

ang, and heilaman. In addition to the above there

was an excellent display of furnishing goods, such

as rugs, carpets, table
covers, curtains, Ac., together

with a choice collection of chinaware and other

fancy goods. The other portions of the establish

ment and the interior wore on a corresponding scale.

At the Palace Emporium (J. W. Anderson's) some

nice work had been done in the way of decorations
and improvements. Inside, the shop was artistically

dressed with lace curtains, relieved with flowers and

silk handkerchiefs. The familiar and friendly
greeting "A Merry

Xmas"

was executed in a novel

manner by means of silk handkerchieol of varied

hues. The showroom was also tastefully dressed.

The establishments of Mesars. Kirby, Wombey,
Bond, Jones, Bray and Son, Furner Brothers,
and Doherty were also tastefully decorated, ospeci

ally the windows, all showing beautiful collections of

millinery, fancy goods, and dress stuffs of light and

attractive colours. The Australian Stores, though

not outwardly decorated, had a largo display of goods

within.

Mr. Haymore had two very attractive windows, one

showing a fairy in her bower, surrounded by fancy
goods, the other being a sea-scens with vessels and

boats afloat. He had also an excellent display of

musical instruments.
Messrs. Meyer and Son had devoted much eare

to. the dressing of their grocery window, the

goods in which presented an inviting appearaueo,

wines, spirits, and Christmas delicacies being in

profusion, and well displayed. Messrs. Line and

Crundwell's grocery window was also very notice

able, as also was Messrs. Munt and Co.'s.

Mr. D. Clifford's Red Boot warehouse was very

tastefully and extensively decorated with Burrawaug
ferns, flowers, Chinese lanterns, Ac.

The various fruit shops wore a particularly inviting
appearance. Mr. J. Eyles had an excellent and well

arranged collection of all kinds of fruits, of fine

quality,
as well a choieo display- of confectionery.

Messrs. Hammer and Oxenbury had also a fine dis

play of excellent fruits and confectionery. Miss

Noble had also a very nice display of fruits and con

fectionery, the windown being decorated with ferns,

bushes, and flowers. Mrs. Jonlins, Messrs. Storous

and Hammer, Mr. J. l'Pain, Mr. P. Arcous and others

all had good displays of fruits. Messer. C. Rhogers

and Co. and Anderson ant Nesbitt had exhibitions

of general household furnishings of beautiful descrip

tion.

The usual display of Chrintmtas booe, and mutton,
and other goods of this line, was made by the various

butchers.
Business throughout the town was not so lively as

in some former years, but still a good all-round trade

was done. Largo numbers of persons were in the

streets until a late hour of the evening, the scene by
gaslight being very attractivo.

WALslE DE.BauzE OPERAn COUMPANY.-This com

bination of artists appeared at the academy of music

last evening to open a season of seven nights. The
attendanco, owing to counter - attractions, was

moderate, but the performance was well received.

The iuitial production was Wallace's over-green opera

Maritana. The company comprise artists of good

standing in their profession. They were well con

versant with the parts they assumed,
and played

throughout with -spirit. Tonight a sacred concert

will be given by the same company in the same hall,
and on Monday and Tuesday nights the operas of

the Grand Duchess and Bohemian Girl respectively
will be produced.

SE?Ious ACCIDENT. - On Wednesday night last
about ton o'clock, Joseph Stephenson, a railway

amploy6, met with a distressing accident in the

station yard at Harden. Stephenson was lireman on

a goods train,
driven by S. Bawoliffo, and was engaged

in oiling come portion of the locomotive when the

engine was sot in motion. Definite particulars of

how the accident occurred cannot be obtained at

present, as no one but the unfortunate man himself

appears to know, but it is surmised that Stephenson

was either engaged under the engine, or was thrown

off when it started. The result was that his left foot

wasterribly smashed, and he narrowly escaped similar

injury to
the.

right foot, which as it is was greatly
bruised, and the small too brokeou.

Stephoenson, who

is a married man and resides at the corner of Mundy
and Auburn streetsin the city, was brought to Goul

burn by the express train at eight o'clock on Thurs.

day morning, and was met at the station by his wife

and Dr. MIorton. He was convoyed to his residence

and Dr. Morton found it necessary to amputate the

left foot at the ankle, which operation was at once

performed by Drs. Morton and Mo Killop.

Stophenson's lifo was in danger until yesterday, when

he took a change for the better, and confident hopes

are now entertained that his life will be spared.

Many of the railway men have beeoon
very attentive to

their unfortunate follow-workman, and have given

all the assistance possible to his wife.

STREET WVATEINuo.--The stand-pipe, hydrant,
and 100 feet of hose ordered by tihe borough council

some few weeks back from Mesors. Bown and Co. of

Sydney, for the purpose of stroet-watering, were re

ceived on Thursday. The hydrant is provided with

a rose for sprinkling the water, also with an appa.

ratus for preventing the water from
rushing out of

the hose whilo being turned off at the stand.pipo.

The apparatus was brought into use for the first time

yesterday morning, when Auburn-streot from its

junction with Clinton-street to its junction with

Bradloy.streot was watered. The appliances ap.

poared to answer their purpose very well. It is not

intended at present to water any portion of the

streets except that above mentioned.

Goveonunu PosT Oree.--To.day, Sunday, Mon

day, and Tuesday, this ollico will be open from 0 to

10 a.m. only. To-day and Tuesday the morning

delivery only will be made by the letter-carriers.
On Sunday and Monday theroe will be no delivery by
the carriers,

it
being intended to give them a com

ploto holiday on Monday. The letter.receivers will

be cleared at 9 p.m. each day.

•A violent windstorm passed over the Inveroll

district on Tuesday. Many trees were blown down,
and a man named James Boyle, who was aamped

under a clump of trees, was crushed to death.

SYXDNJEY.

Tue government propose to reintroduce the Fac

tories and Workshops Bill, with a few modifications,

next session. A deputation from the chamber of

manufacturers laid before the minister of public

instruction on Tuesday a few amendments which

they desired to see embodied in the bill. They re.

commended that a workshop should be defined as a

place whore not fewer than six are employed, and that

the working week be increased from forty-eight hours

to not more than sixty
hours. Objections were raised

to one or two other provisions of the bill. Dr. lRen

wick promised to give full consideration to the sugges

tions of the deputation.

Steps are now being taken to effect a considerable

saving in the department under the control of the

postmaster-general. By a careful revision of the

mail contracts it is expected that £5000 will be saved

next
year, and a board, consisting of the principal

officers of the departmout, is now inquiring into the

working ofltho various branches, and hope to be

able to recommend changes which will result in a

substantial reduction of the expenditure.

The trades and labour representatives have decided

to hold an anti.immigration meeting in the Domain

on January 15. RIesolutions are to be proposed

affirming that state - assisted immigration, being
detrimental to the best interests of the working

classes of tihe colony, should cease,
and that all

oflicers in connection with the present system should

be abolished also approving of the utterances of Mr.

Norton in England, and thanking him for his ex

ertions.

A tender has been accepted by the city council for

tihe erection of now fruit markets in Sussex-street.

Tile cost will be about £8000.

An important discovery was made on Wednesday.

The diamond-drill which has been used for boring
for coal on the Holt-Sutherland estate, fifteen miles

from Sydney and threeo-quarters of a mile from the

Illawarra
railway line, struck a coal seam at a depth

of 2227 ft. This, together with the results of the

bores put down for seoveral years past, proves

the continuity of the main coal seam from the

Wollongong district to Newcastllo right under Sydney
and suburbs. The discovery is regarded as of the

highest value.

The government intend to nominate a number of

gentlemen to seats in the Legislative Council, and

also to increase the roll of honorary magistrates.

The government have appointed executive con.

missioners to arrange for the representation of the

colony at the Adelaide jubileo exhibition. The names

have not yet transpired.

In view of the great risk of life in the case of a

fire breaking out in the temporary building in con

nection with the Sydney hospital, the colonial secreo

tary intends to order tile immediate removal of tihe

patients from the temporary structure. Probably
the tnaudwick asylum will he used for hospital pur

poses until a permanent hospital can be erected in

the city or elsewhere as may be determined.

Leave of absence for six months has been granted

to
1Mr.

II. U. Russell, the government astronomer, to

enable him to attend the conference of astronomers,
to be held in Paris in April

next,
to which he has been

invited by the French
academy of sciences.

The retiring mayor (Alderman J. Young) was eu.

tained at a picnic down the harbour on Wednesday,
there being a large and representative gathering of

citizens. Mr. Youug is to be presented with a hand.

some gold chain, worth about £150, as a souvenir of

his term of office. IMr. Young was on Thursday
married at Annaudale to Mrs. Ovendon.

The government have declared Tuesday next a

public holiday throughout the colony, so that the

Christmas holidays will commence on Saturday and

end on Wednesdtay morning.

The stock department Ihas commenced a series

of experiments with a view of testing the various

plants which are known or suspected to possess

poisonous qualities.

His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by the

Marquis and Marchioness of Stafford, Lord Dudley,
and suite,

on Tuesday visited Mr. Andrew Town's

stud farm at Hobartville, Richmond.

Another vacancy has occurred in the senata of the

university of Sydney, through the retiremenit of

Canon Allwood.

At a meeting of tihe chamber of manfacturers on

Wednesday. night, it was resolved that it was not

desirable to celebrate the centenary of the colony by

holding an exhibition in Sydney.

On Wednesday a lady named Mrs. Jones of the

Oaks, Pistoon, was robbed of £30 while
standieng out

side the Polytechnic in George.-street. Thu suppseod

thief was apprehended.

The Daily Telegraph understands that the minister

for lands (SMr. Copoland) is personally in favour of

according to M1ssrs. CObaffy Brotlhrs, the well

known irrigationists, an opportunity of introducing
in Nosw South Wales their shelme for irrigation

somewhat on the lines laid down in the proposals

before the Victorian parliament. No interview, how

ever, has yet taken place between the Chaffey
Brothers and tMr. Copeland. Of

course, any proposal

of the hind would have to receive the sanction of

parliament.

The colonial secretary will shortly submit to his

colleagues a minuto dealing with the Lachlan

Rteserve, the object being to convert it into a park.

Mr. Dibbs is now busily eugglced in the matter, sand

if his proposals abould meet with the approbation of

his colleagues, a number of
mlnu

nsow employed at

the Natioual Park will, when thie work there is

finished, be gives further employment.

It is understood lthat thie minister for works

lhas reinstated tMr. H. C. HoIylo, president of the

Iailway
Employ6s'

Association, who was reccetly

suspended and called upon for an explanation for

allowing
Mir. McEvoy to maoke an offensive speech

against tihe minister for works ,at the recent meeting

of railway
employs. iMr. Hoyle, we believe, when

called upon for an explanation, readily expressed his

entire want of sympathy wiih the remarks made by
Mr. Mc Evoy, which lhe regarded as altogether un.

called for, but did not admit that it was his duty to

stop the speaker, as Ie was not out of order.

Dr. Mackellar,
the represaut'tivs of the

goveoru.

ment in the upper house, has accepted the vacant

portfolio of minister of mines, and will cater upon

his duties immediately.

The Manly aquarium was opened on Thursday by
thIe Right liou. W. B. Dailey, and tile event was

colebrated by a luncheon gFiven by thei proprietors.

DIs.STrcloUS FIRn AT IMOSS VALdr.--Oll Wednesdlay

night,
at 11.45 p.m., a fire broke out in the doteuhod

kitchen of the residence of Mr. Lovell, near the rail.

way bridge,
Moss Vale, by which the house familiarly

known as "Throsby
Villa,"

was
totally destroyed.

Little is known of tile origin of the fire, further thnu

that it was 'observed in the first instance to have

caught hold in the kitcheo, and rapidly spread along

a covered passage and hallleading to the house, and

appears to have obtained a good hold on the wholelo

of the back promises before the inmates of the house,

who were taking upperinng fpper in the front part of the

building,
becanme aware of the terrible scene

onacting
outside. In a couple of minutes, thie flame were

blazing wild and high. At thit time the com
pany of

the Light Horse Cavalry, who had just risen from a

banquet hold at Elm-Court, and given by Captain

Walters to his officers and men to celebrate his

appointment to the command, came up, and

just
as'

they wore, in full uniform, they vigorously

set to work as firemen. They soon cleared all the

furnituro out of the house. A loud cry rose about

the children-three little ones were in bed fast asleep,

and in the most dangerous part of the building.

SeBorgeant Crotty rushed through and seized
one, and

MIr. J. Riley of Bowral seized the other two,
brought

them out safely and carried them to Mr. Ridout's

hotel, whore they were well cared for. There was

noitboe water nor buckets wherewith to attempt saving

the house, which, in one hour, was completely in

flames. In about another hour nothing but

the six tall white chimney
- steoce were left of

what was considered the first large house that was

erected in Moss Vale. The destruction was comn

pleto. Throsby Villa is now a tiling of the past.

Originally built as an hotel, it was afterwards used au

a private resideuco by one of
Ihl members of the

Throsby family, who namued it Throsby Villa; thelu
the E. 8. and A. 0. Baeult established its business

thereo Mr. James Cqiloue thoe rented it as a family
roeidenco, and subsequently it was sold to Mr, Lovell,

the prdsont owner,
who had, up to the time of the

fire, used it as a private boarding establishment.

The old house deserved a better doom, after serving

so many and useful purposes to the general publio.

It is said the building
is insured for £500.

Bsrutineer.

Ton BoURnE? ELEc'rieN.-Louth, TILhurday.--Mr.

Thomanus Waddll addressed a very largo and iufluen

tial meeting hern last night, MrI. T. Matthows in the

chair. MRc. Waddell dealt witlh all eubjects likely to

engage tihe attention of tihe next parliament. Ho

was frquentlly applauded. MIr. Peoaraou proposed,

and Mr. T'urner seconded, that Mr. Waddell was a fit

and proper person to ropreosutthe B3ourko electorate

in the parliament of Now South Wales. Carried
unanimously. Mr. Waddoll's return is now con

sidered certain. The candidates now are Messrs.

Waddell, Hoduett, and Willis.

SYDNEY, Friday, 7.86 p.m.
A MEETING of

thi

executive council was hold
to-day,

but only ordinary business was dealt with.

Certain
petitions referring to the Mount

Ileunio condemned
criminals will be dealt with at the meeting on Wed
nesday next.

Dr. Tarrant M.P. for Kiama, has resigned his
seat in til Assembly.

Mr. Justico Windoyor and Mrs. Windeyer sailed
for England to-day.

Mr. Dibbs visits England shortly.

It is rumoured that
there is another split in the

cabinet, through Sir Patrick Jennings
offering the

position of minister of mines to Dr. Mackellar

without consultiug his colleagces.

A funeral train ran into a passenger train at

Burwood
this

morning. One person had his leg
broken and others wero

slightly injured.

Four more passengers by the German steamer

Prousson, which is in quarantino at Melbourne, have
developed symptoms of small-pox.

Messrs. Pitt, Son, and Badgery report:-1800
cattle were yarded

for
the week. A large proper.

tion weor prime, and buyers were
numerous.

Prices improved somowhat all round. We quote

best beef, light weights, 10/- to 20/- per 100
lbs.

Our
sales

were 300, including Ityrie's bullocks at £9

2/. 36,000 sheep penned
for the week. Prime were

eagerly demanded. We quote 51lb. wethers worth

0/0. Our sales were 8000, including Daugar's
wothers at 9/2; Gordon's at 10/5;. Walballow owes

at 9/2 to 15/; Lamb's ewes at 7/11, Ac.
MeIosrs.

tlarrison, Jones, and Devliu report:

Hides in short supply, and demand brisk. Shipping
lines of tallow are lower, owing to a decline in the

English market, but trade lines sold fairly.

Market Rates: Oaten hay, 3/6 to 5/-
per cwt.;

lucerne, £3 10/- to .0l per ton
; maize, 4/.

per bushel; oats, 2/3 per bushel; potatoes, £4
per

ton ; onions, £7 10/-
per tou

; butter, 7d. per
lb.; cheese, 7d. to 8d. per lb.; bacon, 7d. to 8d.

per lb.; eggs, 1/8 to 1/9 per dozen.

LONDON, December 23.

Guine
IBeraruIN has warned the Porto that if

Turkish intrigue with Russia continue, the per.

manoent occupation of Egypt will be the result.

England will not defend Turkey against Russia
except in alliance with Austria.

All German students and military oflicers on

furlough have been ordered to join their corps at

Gol

contin to be
pd

to
A lie.

Gold continues to be shipped to Australia;

SPOJUING.

[elicnl l'`Alllls lulu othcr laloivu
Icclllcntl

of tho didoront
locallities in

nl

:ha su rsIL oc-nnr Will oblige by seuding us

jretieelu..e s oely wnpulsj-bleeutter he sbcevel vcneuts.]

SPORTING FIXTURNES
THE TWWILY

flrrimn Disrictalu
es,

Deero
ber 27.

Bi In BoxiengjDy0 I aec Ieemeber 87.

Ceebhi,,
D

sccmbeor 27.

A. J. 0. Sutmner,
]cc)ebee 27.

Motches
by

the LE glish crickntern durng their Aus

tralian lour :

lesemboe 27, 28, 29, v. Ballarnt.
IJeleeey 1,

73, -1, 5, v. Auslteaiin Eleven, nt Sydney.
Januery-

1I, 15, v. Bathurst.
January 21, 22, v. Yuss.
Janryne

11, 25, v. Cluned.

Januaey 31D,tebreey 2, 8, I, Cmnbined Austrnlian, nt
Sydleey.

AQUATSll

1Late Udtbnrat Iio otta. Jeuunrv 14.

CRICKlET.
EsanoAmn ELEVEN V. ]I nnm?A.--Thol following

twenty-two players have becun chosen to represent

Berrisna district agaiust the English Eleven in the

isnilch on the 24th and 25th January, and to that

end practic will be held twico a week at Bowral:

Mensrs. MI. Aitken, W. Brennan, II. C. Bateman, F.

Cope, II. G. Frazer, W. Ford, James Grilliths, F;

Galbrait, lhomas Grahalm, Samuel Hayter, Patrick

Hogarty, J. Hilder, J. Kirkland, T. Lowry, W.
IMenzies, M. Mc Cullough, G. 1'Parker, 1H.

R?iohardson,
H. Rlotton, it. Whatmani, F. Wright, G. Waller.

Emergencies: A. Ellumorle, S. Baker. F. E. Nichol.

son, J. lPalOltir.

E?niai, u E?,?ves v. E?ELVEN O Aus?laiL\A.
This :atohl was concluded at lelbourno sio Wednes

day. With 172 to make to win, tIo Alstrtliaus

commtenced their seconid innings, but wuere all dis.

posed of for 114 1n1111s, leaving the Euglishmuen

winners by 57. The match extended over live days,

being interrupted ait one time by wet weather; and

at the conclusien
of the liest innings of the English

meni the gamne appeared all in favour of the Aus

tralians, but fortusn clianged as the mnatch proceeded,
with the result stited. The scores weee:-Aus

tralians
,

294 and 114
; Euglishmon, 201 and 264.

ATIILETICS.

Asavri:oa Anru,:rlec Srown.-A
meeting

for the

purpose of holding sports in the Olympic Ground on

Anniversary Day was hold on Thursday oveuing
las ntat th Commorcial ItHotel. Tlher were about

twenty perison prosent, Mr. A. E. Davies being in

the chair. It was resolved (hat in the opinion of

the meeting it is desirable that sports be held on the

26th January, and that a conmmittee be formed to

carry out the same. On the motion of Mr. H.

O'Brien, Mr. Turner was elected secretary. A
proposition tho elect two secretaries was negatived.

Mr. P. Iollois moved aud Mr. Dennis seconded that

Mr. A. E. Rdihy act as treasurer; carried. The fol

lowing conniittee weor appointed to assist in
carry

inug out the sports:-Mossrs. 1I. O'Brion, 8. Martin

and Judd. It was resolved that pedestrian contests

should he run under the Sydney Athletic Club rules

and bicycle rases under the rules of Now South

Wales
Cryelits'

Union. A vote of thanks to the

chalirlman cuoncluded tie lumeeting.

lIsRE-BRIoADE SPORTs.-Tho sports organised by
the fire-brigade will take place on the agricultural

show-grounds on Monday, and so far
overything

gives promise of tho event being most anu

cessful. The publican's booth has been pur

chased by Mr. A. Nixon of the Harp Inn for £8, and

the refceshtnuet booths by Mr. Pedley for £3. The

principal oveot--th Boxing Day Handicap.-has

attracted fourtbran nominations, and the handicapporo

have framed thi following handicap ;-H. 0. Purse

house, Goulburn, 2 yards;
J. Trompp, Goulburn,

3 yards; A. Htoward, Blaknoy Greek, 5 yards;

- Sherritf, Broadalbaso, 6 yards;
-

Allen, Tow.

rang, 7 yards; F. Godfrey, Goulburu, 8
yards;

A.

HI. Judd, Goulburn, 2 yards; MI. Haunon, Breadal

bane, 10 yards;
G. Matthews, Goulburn, 10 yards

;

It. Ward, Gualburn, 12 yards
;

G. Downes, Goulburn,
12 yards

; H.
Vernon, Goulburn, 12 yards

;
G.Daly,

Goulhurln, 13; yards;
Fred. O'Donnell, Goulburn,

13 yards. lTho. other races are post entrance. The

prizes for the
ladies'

race and the best waltzer are

two handsome silver bracelets. The
brigade

and

the baud propose marching to tiho ground.

Thorn
will be dancing in the pavilion during the day, and

a quaidrille party will be held in the evening.

THE TURF.
Rlct MIEirinas will be held at Taralga and

1Thraulau on MIondlay nent.

1IPLE-.SHOOTING.

h'r

a comumittue meeting of the Goulburn
Volun.

tetr
Rifel

Association It wan resolved that prizo
shoot

ing under the usua?l conditions take place on Now

Year's
Day,

to coammenco
at 10 o'aloek. The saum

of £7 Wvea voted for prizes. Entrances close on

Wednesday noxt
al

8 p.m., and handicaps will be

adjusted tbo same evcning.

AQeUATICS.

It in statd

"that

Mr. J. C+. Doeblo han received a

private letter to
tilh

etct, tllhat IIanlan has no

iutention iof visiting Australia. Beach does not

think IIanlau,I from his actions, of much account,

but

,hopes

to
miet

him onceo mnore, anld, if so, has no

doubt he cold beet him again. Beeascht expects that

Leo, Teenier, anid
lMta

will visit Australia before

long.

\\'~)il,'a Scn:;Arr:I1'n; lilmUo cequal for the oCto of

ysJOpsit anild kinodred aomnplaioO.-flO-
aroU

you

obtain WoL1rE'u.-Advt.

\Vuot's SaonauNri beuuicially naf1oIu thm 00n

stitution ,
man reforms tim morbid babits of the

boly.-Advt.

Obalrnotiono of tbu kidnoys zmd ottoodoot organ.

mill prove fatal if nut rumovc
d by American Hop

Bitters, flod advt.
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