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A.I.F. Despatches

QENERAL IS SATISFIED
WITH A.I.F.

(From Ian G. Fitchett, Acting
Official Correspondent with

the
A.I.F.)

Jerusalem
The A.I.F. has had a thor

ough examination at the hands
of General Sir Archibald
?Wavell, Commander-in-Chiei !

of the British Forces in tht
Middle East, and has emerged
from the test with credit.

3 A quick, restless man in a

hurry, General Wavell was

.

obviously determined to gather
personally what knowledge he

required, and not get
it second

hand;
The four rows of medal rib

bons on his tunic include a

D.S.O. and M.C., and show
that he served in the Boei

War and the first German War,
ds well as several minor cam-

paigns that have been over

shadowed in history.
His questions at all times

were brusque and to the point,
as also was any comment ht

had to make.

He arrived in the Australian
district at 9.30 on a blazing
uwi morning. j.ne

inspection
*K l^Je guard ot honor was soon

dSjfer and the
party moved at

ohce out on to the training
areas

adjoining the camps.

WATCHED EXERCISES
Here, a mechanised scouting

unit was carrying a defensive

exercise, the
object being to

cover any infantry withdrawal
and harass an oncoming enemy
Weapon pits had been dug
along the flank ot a gentle rise

and sections complete with

light automatics were stationed
in each pit.

A brief conversation with
the C.O. of the unit gave Gene
ral Wavell the general picture
oi the exercise, and he then

proceeded to fire . questions at

the officers and men on their

particular duties Apparently
well satisfied, he strode oft

across a ploughed field in the
direction of the camp, ignor
ing his own and the staff cars

which had bumped their way
across the fields in readiness
to dtive the

party to their next

stopping place. Somewhat

bhaken, the large party o!

generals and staff officers hur
ried after him, but this was

only a taste of what was to
-

tome later in the morning.
General Wavell then inspec*

ted a mechanised squadron of

the scouting unit. The men
?

-

'

and their vehicles were drawn
; up in three long lines, along

- Which the General moved with

a keen eye for detail. Time
and again he stopped and

questioned men on their duties.

Invariably a slow blush

.
(

? mounted in the tanned faces of
'

i the* men to whom he sp -ke,

but their answers were always
unhurried and

intelligent.
In a short conveisation the

fold er wo#ld remain
stiffly

at

attention. But in the odd cases

where a man was drawn out in

a fairly lengthy questioning it

was amusing to see the slacken
ing from the rigid stance so

anfamiliar to the men.

CONCENTRATION AND
GtSTICULATION

It an Australian has any
enthusiasm on the

subject
he

speaks with his hands and arms

as well as -his tongue. Such

departures from army pro
cedure did not seem to worry
General Wavell, who was ob

viously pleased with the men

and their intpltiopnf annrnjrh
?

.7 ~rra

to military problems
As on his previous visit he

paid special attention to the
cooks and their knowledge of
their

jobs as well as to the

facilities given them to prepare
meals for the troops. Nor was

he slow to make recommenda
tions where procedure did not

correspond completely with his
ideas.

The inspecting party then

motored several miles to the

infantry camp. After a brief

stop at Headquarters and an

inspection of another guard a

move was made out to the

large trench system at present

being used by the infantry
battalions in rotation.

Armed with a map of the

trenches and surrounding coun-

try, General Wavell accom

panied the C.O. of the batta

lion holding the line on a rapid

inspection of the whole scheme.

By this time the sun was

seating d wn unmercifully, Uu

it did not worry him nor slow

nis rapid gait. Up and down

hills and over broken ground
and wadis he was followed by
the perspiring staff who rested

thankfully when a stop was

made to comment on soihe

feature or other that attracted

his attention.

MOCK ATTACK

During the morning an at

tack was staged by anottier

battalion on a thousand yard
Iront.

The task set the attacking

j

battalion gives an indication

of the high standard of physical
titness attained by the men.

Alter an early breakfast the;
route marched more than six

uiiles to the jumping off spot,

ihey wore tin hats and ear*

1 u*d riflea or light automatics

and full battle dresB.

After being distributed over

a uiousana-yaru trout iuey
came in for half a mile in

short dashes at the double.

Once the exercise was over

they were given a short rest,

after whioh they marched the

six miles back to camp. Each
man has only a full water

bottle to drink for the whole

stunt, but they are thriving
on the work.

During the whole attack

the inspecting party had little

respite. Not content to watch

operations from one vantage

point General Wavell was con

stantly on the move and it

waB a thirsty and tired party
who finally collapsed into the

offioial cars. Atter a quick

inspection or lue Army oer

viae Oorps camp a move wus

made — to Divisional liead

quarters for Inneb
j

Interviewed after the in-
1

speetion General Wavell se. in

ed well pleased by the
progress

mad-- by the men. lie com

mented especially on their

rapid acquisition of soldierly

bearing and general smartness

MEDICAL HISTORY Oi?

GREAT WAR

The second volume of tl»

history
of the Australian Aruij

Medical Corps in the (ire,.i

War by Colonel A. Graham

Butler, D.S.O., V.D., ensure*

that no branch of the Austra*
lia Imperial Force will have a 1

more enduring literary memo

rial, or a more impressive
record of consistent and heroic

endeavor, than the medical

services.
The volume, published at

is part of the Official

Australian War History and

is obtainable from the Aus
tralian National War Memo*,

rial, Canberra,
'

Looal and General
Bowral Rugby League first grade

foot bull team defeated Nowra by 18

points to
S^afc

Nowra on Sunday.

No aonident oases were roported to
the Distriot Ambulance over the

week-end. The staff bos been kept
busy attending many medioal oases.

? ? «

In the , distriot socoer competition
on Saturday, Bowral United defeated
Moss Vale A team by nine goals to
two.

* * ?

The Hon. J. A. Perkins, M.H.R.,
who has been oonvalenoing after an

operation recently performed, took

his place in the House of RenreBenta
tives at Canberra on Wednesday. He

is stated to be
considerably improved

iu health.
?

?

Mr. R. 3. Drummond, who was

one of the two men killed in an acoi

dent on Catherine's Hill, Alpine, last

week, was the only son of Matron

Drnmmond, who conducted a matern

ity hospital at Mittugong some years

ago. Matron Drnmmond lost her
husband in the Great War and her

only daughter died some years ago.
» « *

On Tuesday night of last week
Mr. Jeff. Bate, M.L.A., was en

tertained at a farewell social by
the Menangle branch of the U.A.P.
The Camden and Cambelltowti
lirAtinflPQ WACO oaen/Mafrasl nnlU

angle iu the function, and in addi
tion to the executive officers from
these branches were also many

visiting members. On behalf of the

branch Miss Macarthur-Onslow
(president of the Meuangle branch)
presented Mr. Bate with a wallet.

Red Cross Society

MCSS VALE BRANCH

The acting hon. secretary of the

Moss Vale branch of the Red Cross
Society reports that I'rotn December
15 last to May 9, 1940. the local

branch ot the Red Cross Society has
forwarded to the SLores Branch,
Phillip Street, Sydney, the follow

ing articles : 22 dressing gowns, 17

pyjamas, 68 undershirts, 9 mufflers,
110 pairs socks, lOshcits, 65 under

pants, 27 hot water bag covers, 33

bedside bags, 1 hospital bag, 2 bala

clava caps, 19 washers, 15 pullovers
23 housewives, 12 cholera belts,

quantity of old linen, buz of second
uand clothing.

Visitors to the Stores Branch are

welcomed by the voluntary helpers,
and those who have availed them-,

selves of the privilege have been
amazed at the organisation aud sys
tematic working ot this very neces

sary department of the society.

Obituary

Mr. William Hollins, who passed
away at his

residence,
'

laurel
View,' Robertson, on Thursday
after a long illness,

was widely
known throughout, the Berrima
Distiict where he had resided for
almost thirty years. He came to

Australia with Mrs. Hollins from

England in 1911, and they were

later joined by members of the

family.

Mr. Hollins had been engaged in

farming pursuits in England, and
also in

purchasing horses for the

Midland Railway Company. He

was a particularly fine judge of horses
and cattle and on his arrival in Aus
tralia settled at 'Burradoo Park,'
Burradoo, where he commenced the

breeding of Clydesdale horses. Aftei

eight years there Mr Hollins moved

to 'Laurel View,' Robertson,
where he conducted an A.I.S. herd
and continued the breeding of horses
Mr. Hollins was a consistent prize
winner at local shows with his dairy
cattle and horses. His 'Laurel

... I},.!
? .

?

fwpcttjr at -muuci lauil

been greatly developed since Mr.
Hollins took it over and it is re

garded as one of the best in the

district.

Mr. Hollins, who was 73 years
of age at the time of his death, i

suivived by a widow, three soi:.s

aud four daughters.

Another old and highly respect d

resident of the district passed to l:i-

rest on Saturday last, when Mr.
Samuel Thomas Whyte died iu tbe

District Hospital wheie he bad been
au inmate for the past three months.
I'be deceased, who was 75 years

old, was born iu Melbourne aud
Came to Muss Vale soma fotirty five

years ago. He conducted a tailoring
business here until about eight years
atfO. wheu he handed it nVer tn tiio

S -ti, Mr. J.-li. Whyte, and retired

to Rottfrtson where he resided until

bis death, He is slli vived by his

Second wile and by five sons and

three daughters of his former mar

riage.

The late Mr. Whyte Was a de

voted worker for the Catholic

Cfhurch and in his early days was

keenly interested in football.
The funeral, which took

place on

Sunday afternoon, was a large and

lepresentative one, the remains be- 1

ing iuterred iu the R.C. portion of I

the General Cemetery, Berrima
Road, Moss Vale, the Rev. Father

|

Lynch officiating at the service in

St. Paul's Church and sfoo at the

graveside.

Milk Production and I

Distribution

In tbe Legislative Assembly last

week, Mr. Jeff Bate. M L A., advo

cated blocked milk rans its a solution

of tbe problem of increasing tbe price
to prodnoers without making a cor

responding increase to consumers.

He moved : —

'

That, in the opinion of this House,
(a) tbe refusal uf the Government to

agree to the. Milk Board's recommen

dutiou to increase the price of milk to

the consumer renders it essential

that iu order to euable dairy farmers

to continue tbe production of milk

profitably the return to the dairy
farmer be increased

by
41 per galiun ;

(b) retail milk distribution should be

carried out by tbe institution of
' blocked

'

runs, thereby reducing tbe

coat o£ distribution.'

This is a most urgent and desperate
matter for the dairymen wbn are sup

plying milk to tbe city They are

facing ruin; Each day tbeir position
beoomeB more dreadful because of tbe
nnaf. of faaV) nnrl tlia Iaiv

their product. Tbey are selling some

of their cows at a yery low price in
order to-save the lives of tbe remainder

Some aife Ueing destroyed. Tbe rain

that has fallen has been accompanied
by such cold winds that it bas been of

no value and has made tbe position
much worse. The needs of the dairy
farmer have become very urgent.

In moving this motion, it is not my
desire in any way to embarrass the
Government. My sole purpose is to

accelerate the establishment of some

form of organisation which must pre
sently come into being in tbe distri

but ion of milk. In tbe Dast. atthirmta

by the Milk Board to reduce costs of
distribution have been frustrated by
tbe Government on the ground thai

too much
unemployment would result.

On the other hand, the latest New
South Wales Year Book shows on

page 956 that 2,'200 people lost their

employment in the producing side ot

ilie dairying industry because, of

impossible seasonal conditions. Tbe

existing method of distribution in

costly and wasteful. With the nation

al war, every effort should be made to

reduce costs and preveut overlapping,
but. iu the milk industry no such effort
bas vet been made. For inntiui--« hit

or seven carts deliver milk to con

sumers living in one block in the city
i'he wages of the carters and the cost

aud maintenance of tbe carts combine

to make this overlapping most expen
sive. By this time bon. members
should be familiar with the apportion
rneut of costs in the milk

industry,
but I shall restate them for tbe pur
pose of

refreshing their memories
I'he milk producer receives a gallon ;

the dairy factory, which treats the
muk in tbe country, is paid .7il a

gallou ; freight accounts for .775,1 ;

and the administration expenses ot
tbe Milk Board absorb I25il. Those

expeuses bring the price of milk,
when it reaches the distributing' com-

panies in Sydney, to Is 1 (3d a gallon.
The distributing companies col

lect the milk from the Railway
Department, treat it aud distribute
it to the vendors. One company

operates an enormous plant whicn

auuic vcaia ugu employed 1,000
men. Now the number is probab y
greater. Payments to them increase
the cost by a further 3jd. a gallon,
so that by the time the product
reaches the vendor the cost is i/sii
For loose milk the vendor is per
mitted to charge consumers 2s. 4a.

a gallon. Thus he is allowed a

profit 01 iojd. a gallon. Lately, a

good deal of c-iticism has been
levelled at the difference between
the price paid by the consumer aud
that received by ,the producer.
Some illnminntinrr inf.,

—

upon that disparity is contained in
the report of the Swilt inquiry ot

1936.
Hon. members who represent

dairy farming constituencies have
been shocked by the manner in

which milk has become the subject
of political manoeuvring. For piir

poses
of

comparison, I invite hon.
members to consider the favoured
treatment meted out to the pro
ducers of other staple foods. Sugar,
o uiter, tea ana flour comprise
roughly 60 per cent, of a grocer's
sales. Last week the Federal Gov
ernment agreed to extend the Sugar
Agreement for a further period vviih
out an alternative of the existing

price. To produce raw sugar in the
mills iu the north costs little more
ihan id. a pound, but the Austra
lian consumer is required to pay 4d

.1

pound, in order that the sugar
may be grown with white labour.
Worid parity for sugar is about 2d.
i

pound. That is for
export pur

nntlM 1 cda ora tn1*3 +-U ^ *? „ 1
mat au uuiy a

tew countries is sugar retailed more

cheaply than it is in Australia.
From the other States, Queensland
draws annually ^ia, 000, 000 in re.

spect of its sugar. If sugar were

retailed at world parity, that figure
would be reduced by one-hand. If
Australian consumers are obliged
to pay such an enormous sura for
the privilege of doing without black
labour, why -is not drastic action
taken tn nrpvptif fho nf

blick labiur conditions in the

dairy industry ?

I have strong reasons for assum

ing that hon. members will not
allow an Increase to the consumer

and assuming that, my only course

l'S to ask the House to agree to a

^eduction of the cost of distribution
The difference between the amount

paid to the producer and the

amount paid by the consumer
.

is

about is. 4d.

My endeavor now will be to show
that the cost of distribution of milk
cou'd be

cheapeued by the elimina
tion of

overlapping in its delivery.
I have here figures dealing with
block runs that were prepared for

Mr. Swift In 1936 as the result of a

questionnaire sent to persons en

gaged in the industry, They reveal

:hat in 1934 the average amount of

milk carried by each milk cart was

33 gallons. In 1936 it had lisen to

39 gallons. We are told that in

Wellington, New Zealand, where

the block system operates on
-

a

high standard, they have actually

reached a figure of no less than i»6.

gallons a vehicle, and use only one

employee to each cart. I admit that

Wellington is a much smaller city

than Sydney
Last week milk producers in my

electorate held a number of meetings,

and I have received many letters

from them stating that they are almost

in despair because ot' the failure of

the Government to engage in a con

structive endeavor to stabilise the

industry.

Mr. Lee : What are the farmers

doing to improve their methods ?

Mr. Jeff Bate
:

In the Camden
district the Royal Agricultural

Society has conducted competitions
and, in doing so, the winner has

had to compete with other societies

throughout the State. Several times

I competed in the Fodder Conserva

tion competitition for my
' district

and won the championship three

years running. That was a com

petition for the eastern districts of

tbe State. In 1918 the first Fodder

Conservation Championship piize
was w. n by a Camden farmer. Re

cently ? Camden farmer won the

championship prize. On repeated
occasions farmers in tbe Wollon

dilly electorate have been within

two or three poiuts of the eastern

part of the State championship, aud

a Kangaloon farmer won the State

pftture improvement championship
for dairy farmers. The Camden

Society has always been able to

display a fine exhibit annually Irom

this district, but this year it was

lound impossible to do so because

of the drought couditions. In the

district to which I refer, fodder is

couserved in both concrete aud pit
ailos. Both hay and graiu are con

served for cattle, but the cost is

high, and while the dairy farmers

use milking machines, they h»ve to

pay dearly for labour to enable

them to conserve fodder. 'Most of

hem find that it is not profitable
10 conserve fodder.

In the Camden and Moss Vale

districts pasture improvement and

the construction of fodder have in the

paBt been practised in a high degree,

but frequently, and especially lately,

water supply has been their great

difficulty
As bon. members kuow,

for a considerable time there has been

no rain on the catchment area, and

.he t dairy farmers in the adjoining

l-UUUUIJT
010

OOl.UUU.J llUCtl.OU. Y, uim

lias had to be transported to tbe

farms. Hon members who represent
dairying constituencies will realise tbe

seriousness of the position. Every
farmer doeB all he can to conserve

fodder, and tbe farmers appreciate
the concessions granted by the Gov

ernment. Every farmer who could

take advantage of those concessions

has done so.

Although, in 1936, the time may
not have been ripe for the application
of the blocked-run system, it is oppor
tune now in the time of crisis when

we should face tbe position courage

ously. If we are to preserve our

democracy it is no use going on as we

are doing. It seems that democracy
will fail if we do not act more

courageously No selfish section in

the community should be ailow.-d to

retard the progress of democracy, aud

we should cut out waste and over

lapping. Tbe blocked-run system
m ist be adopted. I admit ih it it will

take time to bring about tbe change,

but it should rot take more than six

or nine months IE bon. members

and the Government will give tbem a

chance, it will be a gesture to the

dairy farmers and will give tliem heart.

Of course, in addition, some provision
has to be made to avoid disaster

immediately.

Golf

^TOKEHANDICAP .

Scoring in the T.B. Cup 18 holes
stroke event at Moss Vale on Satur

day afternoon was good, L,. I. Catts

winning the event with a nett 67.

H. H. Paine, with a nett 70, was in

second place. The winner of the

event at Moss Vale will now reDre.

sent Moss Vale in a further elimina

tion competition for the cup to be

played at Goulburn.
Lending scores

on SatUJday were
: L. I. Catts, 81

14 67 ; H-. H. Paine, 83 13 70
; H.

W, Stephenson, 80 9 71 ; A. A.

Pegrem, 89 18 71
;

K. Oately, 90

18 72
;

C, H. Gilbert, 13 9-74.

Bowls

CHAMPIONSHIP tIRAW
'

The draw for .a seotion of the State

championships next week are pub
lished in the current issne of Bowls.

In the No. 2 pennants, iu whioh Moss

Vale will challenge for the title on

behalf of the Southern Tablelands

Association, the draw is as follows
:

Mosb Vale v South Coast j Hunter
River v Lower North Coast

j New-
'

castle and Western a byo.
Tbe winuers will moet Hornsby on

the City green on Saturday, May 2o.

The pairs championship in which

Lansley and Mallard will represent
the asBOoiation. will open on ll:o

Chatswood green on May 21. The

date for the singles has not yet been

fixed, but will be played as uurly
i;i

tbe w«ek as possible,

L B. HAWKINS& GO.
Cash and Carry and Service. :: General Provider

GOOD'SHOFBAKIMG POvVOliK. I/.- id, wm- -v ?
'

i

spoon FREE ? .
MITCHELL MAID Custard Powdi.r, 1/1, with U earn Jug FREt..

lib PINK SALMON ... 9#d ,5oz. TIN SPAGHETTI ... 4u

tflb „ . „
... 6$£d 8oz. „ SPAGHETTI ... 7-4d

lib RED SALMON ... 1/3 16(^ SPAGHETTI ...

lib BKEFSTEAK PUDDING 1/- HAKRIl rramc ,

lib STEAK and TOMATO ^NS .4,

PUDDING ?

1/-
8°z* n BAKED BEANS 6J4d

lib TIN PRUNES ? 8d 16oz. BAKED BEANS lOJjd
5oz JAR NESTLE'S CREAM 7d lOoz. Jar NESTLE'S CREAM 1/.

*** See our SPECIAL PURCHASE of XMAS PRESENTS, Etc.
*** SPECIAL XMAS HAMPERS- ? 8/6 Each.

WHY GO ELSEWHERE ? Shop Where You Get SERVICt,
We Collect and Deliver. All attention given to Country Order.,

Argyle Street, Moss Vale.
'

'Phone

Job Printmgp^:
Dodgers Tickets

Labivs Oiroi-- un

Uttfiriic. 1 1

Keceipt Books

Neatly and rroiiiptlj Executed al t r

scitr riMEit' offiiv
'Phone— VIoss Vale 111

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

r MENDERS, accompanied by theneces

JL sary deposits, will be received up to

NOON on MONDAY, 27th MAY, 1940,

for Repairs and Painting at ROBERTSON

P JST OFFICE.

Specifications and Tender Forms sre

available at the office of. 'the' Common

wealth Works Director, Customs House,

Sydney ; and at Post Offices, Robertson

and Moss Vale

Tenders in envelopes endorsed with the
name of the work should be forwarded to

the Commonwealth Works Director,

Box 47 A.A., G.P O.. Sydney. No tendei

necessarily accepted.
H. S. FOLL,

Minister for the-Interior.

Cricket

BOWRAL v S.P.C.

Tbe above match was continued at

Moss Vale ou Saturday. Scores : —

S.P.C. — First Iunings, 182

Bowral — First Innings
A. Stephens, b Dray' ...

9

Ij. Williams, c Driy, b Bonser 9

(J. Bonser, lbw, b Ferguson ... 58
0. Goodfellow, c Beattie, -b Fer

guson ... ... 79

I). Price, 0 Bonser, b P. Beattie 61

0. Douglas, not out
... 13

;?!. Ford, c J. Beattie, b P Beattie 20

Ij. Price, c arid b P. Beattie
...

52

A. Harding, b P Bsattie
... 29

K.. Carr, 0 P Beattie, b Fer

guson ... ...
4

Sundries
... ... 24

Total
... ...

372

War Savings Grouos

PURCHASES BY EMPLOYERS

Eor tbe conduct of war savings
groups, formed for the purchase of
war savings certificates, standard rules

have been prepared by tbe' Common
wealth Treasurer and the Common
wealth Bank. Tbe rulea are simple,
but tbeir observance ie being requested,
to protect contributors.

in addition, cardB for tbe contribu

tions of individual members of groups-!
and registers for' recording the opsra
-tioneef the groups 'have been pointed
and will be distributed free. The
organisation oreated for the control
of tbe Bavings .campaign will operate

through a State
.' secretary in each

capital city.
'

As a safeguard in tbe interests of

group members, registration of groups
with tbe State War Savings Certifi.

cates Committee ..is being required.
W here employees of a business house

or members of .a club .desire to form a

savings group, tbey are invited to

communicate with the State Secretary
at the Commonwealth Savings Bank
Building, Caetlereagh Street, Syduey,
to obtain advice aud .supplies of tbe
standard foims.

Gieat help has already been given
to tbe savings uamnamu by emulovers

who have made bulk - purchases of

certificates for ru sale to their em

ployees on easy terms registration
of groups formed by -employers iu
1 his way ib unuecessary, but because

it is desired to keep an accurate record
of tbe extent of the savings move

ment, advice of such purchases will be
|

appreciated.

SALES OF WAR SAVINGS GERTIOATES TO MAY^JW

Victori. . iLf'W
a''r r

*?

5*
'

Niuth Australia
.. 4r, S01

?

,2 ' -

West Australia ..
.. 50'4i0 ^ „

lasmania
.. .. ^947 . ^

»

Oommoaffealth ,, „ **11,161
^

Cost of Delivering Miik

ONLY REASONABLE PROFIT
SAYS COMPANY

,

Mr. A. N. Binks, M. Li C., nh i -ixian

of the Dairy Farmer*' G'o-op.-n..iVe
Milk Co., one of tlie cn.y 'ii.-intiutors
of milk, told the S.M H m,t 'that
his oompany made imly .tivu

p,-i out,

profit upon its turnover.
' There appears to be an itupiMsMon

that the distributing coinpauies Hre

making inordinately, larara orufiiK '?

said Mr. BiukB. 'Ah a matter of

faot, this oouipa iy makes ouly 1.W0
par oeut. net profit on its gross earn

lugs. Last year the amount distri
buted among its 3,000 or 4,000
farmer shareholders was ,£11,582, an

average of slightly more than £2 a
head. The frhole of the

compauy's
operations are directed to giviug
better servioe to the consuming

public.'
Mr. Binks said wages in the hand

ling and
distribution; of the milk by

the company last year absorbed about
55 per cent, of its gross earnings,
general working expenses accounted
for 35 per cent,, and rates, insurance,
and other expenses absorbed eight
per cent., leaving only two per cent,
for the

oompany, whioh was a co»

operative one. The gross earningsfor the year , were £5.89,000, from
which £313,000 was paid in wages,
,£204,000 in general working ex

panses, and j£16,000.:for rates, insar
aooe, and

provision for taxation.
Since the last fixation of prices io

March, 1938, said Mr. Binks, thor®
had been a steady inorease in opera
ting costs, beoause of basic wages
increases, totalling 4s per week for
each of its 1,500 employees, and
increases in the' price of

petrol, oils,
coal, motor tyres, and accessories, and
registration.

Within two months over 3,500
applications bave . been received for
advances for. home -bnilding under the
scheme inaugurated.. by. tbe State
Government in

conjunction with tbw
Rural Bank. -
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It was

officially stated on Mondaydrnt
recruiting for the A.I.F. in New

fcouth Wales had so1 far been a lone
rfrinn retirements. About
11,000 men are heeded for thtf 7tb

?ino0 April 1 there have
been 7,705 applications ; 6,105 have
been given their

preliminary medical
--.nation

j 5,503 have been paksed

.
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Advice has been .received from

Marseilles by the Australian Women's
Relief Fund for Poland »i,«»

:
—

-'mmi «uan oovorai

more cases of
clothing have safelyarrived for transhipment to -Polish

refugees in neutral countries, ffho
ioas of the Polish .'destroyer 'iGtOta ,r

(' Ihnuder') in Norwegian waters
brings the realisation that- oomftrtu

are urgently required by-' the Jpoligh
?sailors and soldiers' fighting with^thd

l!1ren.°,hu
and '

'English'.- Donations
should bo sent oSre of the Australian
Headquarters of ?,the Polish Relie£
iund, 76 Pitt Street,' Svdnev.
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